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Abstract of JP1 303874 

PURPOSE:To secure the secrecy of a 
document by providing a data identification 
section identifying a read data from an original 
read section and a control section controlling 
the facsimile equipment so as to read a 
required code signal based on a data from the 
identification section and to add the signal and 
to send the resulting signal. 
CONSTITUTION:An invoice 10 is given to the 
head of an original to be sent and the resulting 
original is given to a facsimile equipment. The 
invoice has a code 11 representing the 
invoice, a code 12 representing a confidential 
document, a name of destination (such as 
name in KANA (Japanese syllabary)) 13 and a 
guide message 14 of the invoice respectively. 
The invoice is read by a document read 
section 3, a data identification section 4 
identifies respectively the invoice code 1 1 , the 
confidential document code 12 and the name 
1 3 in KANA and the invoice is sent via a 
control section 1 prior to the transmission of 
the text data. Thus, the secrecy of the 
document is secured. 
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JAPANESE PATENT LAID OPEN PUBLICATION HO 1-303874 
Published on December 7, 1989 

SPECIFICATION 

1. TITLE OF THE INVENTION 

Facsimile Apparatus 

2. CLAIMS 

(1) A facsimile apparatus comprising a reader for reading a document or the like, a 
dial for dialing a telephone number, a printer for printing receive data, and a 
controller for controlling the reader, the dialer and the printer, further comprising a 
data identifier for identifying read data from the reader, wherein the controller adds a 
code signal to the read data based on the data from the data identifier and transmits 
the read data with the code signal. 

[2] The facsimile apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising a data storage 
device which stores data including the code signal, an input device for inputting a 
code signal or the like, and a code signal storage device which stores the code signal 
and the like, wherein the controller, connected to the input device and the code signal 
storage device, compares a code data from the input device with a code signal from 
the code signal storage device and reads the code signal from the data storage device 
and prints it when the code data from the input device agrees with the code signal 
from the code signal storage device. 

3. DETAILED EXPLANATION OF THE INVENTION 
[FIELD USED IN INDUSTRY] 

The invention relates to a facsimile apparatus, and in particular to a facsimile 
apparatus wherein a required data is inputted at the receive section for secrecy to 
print information to be transmitted. 

[PRIOR ART] 

Facsimile apparatuses become popular, and they are used widely in many 
areas. However, they have a problem on the transmission of a secret document 
because a transmitted document is printed instantly at the receiver side. 

[PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED] 

The invention intends to solve the problem on the difficulty of keeping secrecy 
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due to the instant printing of receive signals, and it provides a facsimile apparatus 
which inhibits printing so as to keep secrecy of a document unless a required secret 
number or the like is not inputted at the receive side when a document added with a 
secret data at the sender side is received. 

[MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS] 

In order to solve the problem, a facsimile apparatus has a reader for reading a 
document or the like, a dial for dialing a telephone number, a printer for printing 
receive data, and a controller for controlling the reader, the dialer and the printer, 
further comprising a data identifier for identifying read data from the reader, wherein 
the controller adds a code signal to the read data based on the data from the data 
identifier and transmits the read data with the code signal. 

[FUNCTION] 

Because the facsimile apparatus has the above-mentioned structure, when 
signals are received at the receive side thereof, a letter of transmittal is printed first. 
A person who receives the document comes before the facsimile apparatus and inputs 
the required secret number to receive the document. 

[EMBODIMENTS] 

A facsimile apparatus according to the invention is explained below in detail. 
Fig. 1 shows a block diagram of main components of a facsimile apparatus, and Fig. 2 
shows an example of a letter of transmittal for a document used for the facsimile 
apparatus. Reference number 1 denotes a controller, including a microprocessor, 
for controlling data transmission and reading and printing of a document. 
Reference number 2 denotes an input device for inputting a control signal for 
document transmission and the like. Reference number 3 denotes a document 
reader, 4 a data identifier for identifying data from the reader 3. Reference number 5 
denotes a storage device including a random access memory (RAM) for storing control 
programs and data temporarily. Reference number 6 denotes a storage device for 
storing identification number, name and the like. Reference number 7 denotes a 
data storage device for storing a document data with a secret code signal. Reference 
number 8 denotes a printer, and 9 a dial. 

In the above-mentioned structure, a letter of transmittal 10, as shown in Fig. 
2, is added at the top of a document to be transmitted, and the letter is transmitted 
simultaneously with the document at a facsimile apparatus. The letter includes a 
code 11 on the letter of transmittal, a code 12 on a secret document, a name of a 
destination, and the contents of the letter 14. The letter is read by the reader 3, and 

2 



JP-A-1-303874 



the data identifier 4 recognizes the letter of transmittal 11, the secret document 12 
and the name 13. Then the recognized data are transmitted by the controller 1 
before the document data is transmitted. 

On the other hand, at the receive side, as shown in a flowchart shown in Fig. 

3, signals are received (ST1), and it is decided whether the signals include the code 
signal of secret document (ST2). If the code signal is not included, the document 
data is printed instantly by the printer 8 (ST3). On the other hand, if the code signal 
is included, the controller 1 adds a number (address) to the receive data, reads a 
relevant secret number from the secret number storage device 6 based on the name 
and stores it in a RAM area in the storage device 5 (ST4). Next, the document data 
and the number (address) are stored in the data storage device (ST6). 

Later, a person who reads the letter of transmittal comes to the facsimile 
apparatus and inputs the required secret number with the input device 2 (ST7). 
Based on the input secret number, the controller 1 decides whether data in 
correspondence to the secret number stored in the RAM in the storage device 5 is 
present or not (ST8). When the data is found based on the number (address) (ST9), it 
is read from the data storage device 7 and is printed by the printer 8 (ST10). 

The secret number storage device 6 has registered a secret number in 
correspondence to a name, so that the secret number is read based on the name. 
However, the invention is not limited to this embodiment. Further, control signals 
are added to the letter of transmittal as codes. Alternatively, a switch or the like may 
be provided at the input device 2, and when the switch is operated, the secret 
document code signal can be transmitted. 

[ADVANTAGES OF THE INVENTION] 

As explained above, a facsimile apparatus according to the invention prints 
only a letter of transmittal in the receive data and stores the document data in a 
storage device. The document data is printed by inputting a secret number of the 
receiver. Therefore, the secrecy of a document is kept surely. 

4. BRIEF EXPLANATION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram of main components of a facsimile apparatus. 

Fig. 2 is a diagram of an example of a letter used for the facsimile apparatus. 

Fig. 3 is a flowchart for explaining an operation of the facsimile apparatus. 

1: Controller. 2. Input device. 3: Reader. 4. Data identifier. 5. Storage 
device. 6. Secret number storage device. 7: Data storage device. 8: Printer. 9: 
Dial. 10: Letter for transmittal. 
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